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October 2013 is a time of transition for the NCSILC office. Since the last SILC 
meeting on August 16, there have been many changes affecting NCSILC. I am 
confident that, with our current SILC members and leadership, these changes are steps 
in a new and positive direction for this council. 

 

First, I am both happy and relieved to announce that we have ushered in a new 
Statewide Plan for Independent Living (SPIL)! The 2014-2016 SPIL was approved by 
the Rehabilitation Services Administration (RSA) on September 19. Many people have 
devoted time and effort to this accomplishment. In particular, I would like to thank Rene 
Cummins, Deidre Dockery, Gloria Garton, Keith Greenarch, Helen Pase, Mark Steele, 
and Jim Whalen. Each of these individuals played critical roles in drafting the SPIL, 
building the necessary consensus for approval, or both. Although the activities outlined 
in the SPIL are somewhat limited due to available funding, I hope that all concerned will 
make the best of it for IL consumers, and that it will be a stepping stone to an even 
better state plan in 2016.  

 

The SILC office also faced the daunting task of finding a bookkeeper to fill the 
shoes of Freida Moore, who has been invaluable to the organization for years. We 
received fifteen applications and interviewed nine individuals for the position. On 
October 4 we offered the bookkeeper position to our first choice among the candidates, 
Kathleen Boate. Kathleen accepted the offer and started work in the SILC office on 
October 7. Both Debbie and Freida, who continues to make herself available as 
needed, are training Kathleen and orienting her to the office. Kathleen is a very capable 
and enthusiastic addition to our team, so please make her feel welcome when you have 
the opportunity. 

 

The SILC membership team is also undergoing changes. Six member terms 
expired at the end of September. Three of the members (Kim Lambert, Ping Miller and 
Sandy Ogbourn) completed applications and have been reappointed to the council by 
Governor McCrory; one member (Zach Commander) is eligible to reapply but has not 
completed the state application; and two members (Dorothy Frye and Jeff McLoud) are 



not eligible to reapply, but the Governor’s Office is permitting them to serve until new 
members have been appointed. Another member, Monica Foster, resigned from 
NCSILC in September. Mitzi Kincaid and Sandra Hicks have pending applications with 
the Office of Boards and Commissions and are awaiting appointment by the Governor. 
The Membership Committee has been interviewing candidates and asks for your help to 
recruit new members to our council. 

 

Speaking of expirations, fiscal year 2013 also expired on September 30. As you 
probably know, a shutdown of the federal government began on the first day of the new 
fiscal year, October 1, when Congress failed to approve a budget. NCSILC is largely 
unaffected by the shutdown so far, but could begin to feel its impact soon if a budget is 
not approved because we are funded with federal dollars. 

 

The SILC office concluded our 2013 budget with a surplus of $21,037.44. 
Because we operate on the second year of availability of Part B funds, which are only 
available for two years, these funds are no longer available to NCSILC. The SILC Office 
and Executive Committee plan to monitor these funds to determine if they can remain 
in-state or must be returned to our federal funding agency, RSA. 

 

Please remember the following members, who have recently experienced an 
illness or death in the family: 

 

• Rene Cummins 
• Dorothy Frye 
• Kim Lambert 
• Sandy McMillan 
• Cornell Turner 

 

Please also remember Oshana Watkins, who is expecting a baby on October 31. 

 

Here is a more detailed list of my activities with dates: 

 



• Thursday, August 22: teleconference with RSA and SPIL signatories 
• Wednesday, August 28 - Friday, August 30: Discovering Our Treasures 

conference in Concord, NC 
• Thursday, September 5 - Friday, September 6: IL Summit in Winston-Salem, NC 
• Tuesday, September 10 - Monday, September 30: Bookkeeper interviews 
• Tuesday, September 10: SILC member interview 
• Sunday, September 15: Performance and Expenditure Report due to DSU 
• Tuesday, September 17: Membership Committee meeting 
• Wednesday, September 18: provided SB 1356 training for DSB-IL staff 
• Wednesday, September 18: submitted Final SPIL revisions to RSA  
• Thursday, September 19: SPIL approved by RSA 
• Tuesday, September 24: provided training on disability etiquette and the ADA at 

the Contemporary Arts Museum (CAM) in Raleigh 
• Thursday, September 26: Attended "Back to School with the Law on Your Side" 

community training provided by Alliance of Disability Advocates (Raleigh CIL) 
• Monday, September 30: Executive Committee teleconference 
• Monday, September 30: end of fy 2013 
• Monday, October 7: Kathleen Boate's first day at NCSILC 
• Thursday, October 10: meeting with Gloria Garton (Executive Director, Disability 

Resource Center) and Rene Cummins (Executive Director, Alliance of Disability 
Advocates / SILC member) 

• Tuesday, October 15: Performance and Expenditure Report due to DSU 
• Tuesday, October 15: Membership Committee teleconference 
• Tuesday, October 22: Duke Energy DO-IT Disability Resource Fair 


