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NC Statewide Independent Living Council 

 Meeting Minutes 

Friday, July 9, 2010 

Country Inn and Suites, Burlington, NC 

 

The following voting members were present: 

Gloria Bellamy, Barbara Davis, William Donohue, Dorothy Frye, Clyde Goodwin, Ruth Haines, Keith 

Greenarch, Debbie Smith, Brian Jones, Michael Martin, Sandy McMillan, Kay Miley, Kelly Rowe-

Rodriguez, Teresa Staley, Philip Woodward.   

 Attending by telephone were members Randy Powell and Jeff McLoud. 
 

Ex-officio members included Susanna Bourgeois, Toby Easton and Cynthia Temoshenko 

Also attending were, Pamela Lloyd-Ogoke, Linda Harrington, Julia Sain, Helen Pase, Rene Cummins, 

Benita Williams Sierra Royster, Joan and John Black. 

 

Welcome/Mission/Minutes 

The meeting was called to order at 9:15 AM by Barbara Davis, chair. 

All present attendees introduced themselves, the only absent member being Camille Leacock. 

The Chair called for Agenda changes. 

The chair requested adding: 

The 2011-13 Statewide Independent Living Plan (SPIL), 

 An amendment to the 2008-10 SPIL  

Introduction of the new SILC Interim Executive Director 

 

The NCSILC Mission was read. 

The Minutes of the April meeting were approved without objection. 

 

The Chair introduced the new NCSILC Chair, Cynthia Sexton. 

A CPA, Cynthia summarized her 20-year experience with nonprofits as working with 

organizations with infrastructure challenges, and is looking forward to working with the SILC, 

the CILS, and their consumers. 

 

Elections for the remainder of the current fiscal year (through 9.30.2010) 

Michael Murray has resigned as Vice Chair while remaining on the Council and continuing his 

work with the Youth Committee, creating an officer vacancy on the Executive Committee.  

There is also an open Member at Large position. 

 

The Executive Committee nominated Kelly Rowe Rodriguez as Vice Chair (VC), and Dorothy Frye 

as Member at Large (MAL).  The Chair invited nominations from the floor, reminding the 



FINAL 

Page 2 of 6                                FINAL.July 2010Minutes.10.8.10 
 

Council that the VC must have been a member of the Executive Committee for a year, and MAL 

requires membership on the SILC for six months. Only two members qualify for VC:                    

K. Rodriguez and D. Frye.  Frye declined the VC position. 

 

After discussion, S. McMillan moved that Council accept the nominations as presented by the 

Exec. Committee. The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Elections for the fiscal year 10/1/2010 to 9/30/2011 

The Executive Committee nominated B. Davis as Chair, K. Rodriguez as VC and D. Frye as MAL 

for the upcoming fiscal year. The Chair noted that Brian Jones and Michael Martin have joined 

the Exec. Committee at her request, filling her two allowed appointments.  

 

Nominations from the floor for Chair were invited, but none were made.  B. Davis left the room 

during a discussion period.  Her reelection was affirmed unanimously.  

There were no nominations from the floor for VC.  K. Rodriguez’s reelection was unanimous. 

 

All board members are eligible for Member at large. D. Frye was nominated by Exec. 

Committee.  B. Jones was nominated from the floor. Candidates stepped out for discussion.  

B. Davis noted that D. Frye would be a member of Executive Committee under current Bylaws 

as chair of the Policy Committee. The Council vote was tied 8 to 8.  Chair B. Davis broke the tie 

with a vote for B. Jones noting his experience as a lawyer, and noting that D. Frye held an 

executive committee position as chair of the Long-Term Planning committee. 

 

After a brief break, B. Davis lead a discussion of the SPIL Amendment for 2008-10.  

 The Amendment has been posted on the website for public comment.  P. Ogoke (DVR) 

requested that the amended SPIL be provided in hard copy for the membership.  B. Davis 

suggested that it be sent electronically, with changes highlighted. 

 

B. Jones moved that the SILC temporarily suspend the Bylaws allowing voting electronically 

until such time as the Bylaws can be amended.  Seconded, and carried unanimously.  

 

C. Sexton stated that the Amended 2008-10 SPIL will be sent out Monday with changes 

highlighted, along with a request that each member return a message with their “Yes” or “No” 

vote by Friday, July 16th. 

 

2011-13 Statewide Independent Living Plan (SPIL) 
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The SPIL Writing Committee has completed its nine-month process of writing the new three-

year Statewide Independent Living Plan (SPIL).  The document will be sent electronically 

Monday for all members to read.  There were also hard-copy documents available for 

members.  

 

C. Temoshenko raised a question regarding Expansion of the Network of CILs (3.2) which, in 

priority 2, raised the minimum level of a fully funded Part C Center to $325,000.  Temoshenko 

stated that the increased level would require new funding to be applied to fund the current 

centers to $325,000 prior to funding any new centers.  

 

R. Cummins, Executive Director of Alliance of Disability Advocates (ADA-CIL) was recognized by 

the chair to respond (as author of the quoted section of the SPIL). Cummins noted that Priority 

One identifies adding another Title VII Part C funded Center in Eastern North Carolina as top 

priority for additional Part C funding.  Only after satisfying Priority 1 would the noted increase 

in funding for existing Part C Centers (Priority 2) be taken into consideration.  She also noted 

that the above in no way effects Part B minimum funding of a new Center. 

 

After several comments from new members related to possible SPIL goal changes, B. Davis 

reminded the group that development of the current SPIL started a year ago and included 

public listening sessions and meetings of the SPIL writing committee, comprised of  

representatives of the DSU’s (Designated State Units – Division of Services for the Blind and the 

Division of Vocational Rehabilitation).  She also noted that this SPIL is effective October 1, and 

approval of the Council is required.  If the SPIL is not approved and submitted, there will be no 

funding. 

 

Davis also encouraged members to go online and look at SPILs as submitted by SILC’s from 

other states.  The chair recognized J. Sain, Exec. Dir., Disability Rights & Resources (DRR-CIL).  

Sain reminded members that there are a very limited number of approved SILC activities for the 

expenditure of part B Federal dollars.   

 

W. Donohue stated that he hoped to work toward partnerships with other nonprofits to raise 

nonfederal funds.  Davis stated that the charge to committees in the new fiscal year starting 

October 1 included writing a work plan for the goals under their responsibility 

 

S. McMillan proposed that a copy of the SPIL be sent to members along with the timeline of 

required actions prior to October 1 and history of the writing process to date, providing 

opportunity for feedback. C. Sexton stated that the SPIL would be sent to all members with a 

request for affirmation of the Plan. 
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B. Davis stated that the committees will be formed prior to the next meeting, including detailed 

plans for developing policies and procedures.  The prior year’s circumstances led to some 

disorganization and delayed projects.  Davis was confident that a fully staffed Council Office 

would result in a more efficient SILC. 

A discussion of the next year’s Scope of Work followed (due date in two weeks). A motion was 

made that the Scope will be sent to all members in final submission form for information 

purposes.  Unanimously approved. 

 

============================================================================ 

LUNCH 

============================================================================== 

 

Mary Reca Todd – NC Housing Finance Office discussed universal design, a new loan foreclosure 

prevention program, and the supporting housing program.  

 

============================================================================== 

Committee Reports 

 

Executive / Finance.  B. Davis, chair. 

Davis read the narrative Budget Report. She noted that at the prior meeting Gwen Gillenwater 

had been introduced as the SILC Executive Director.  Gillenwater later resigned, deciding to 

remain full time with her job in South Carolina due to cash flow issues. 

 

Cynthia Sexton presented her resume, including experience with nonprofits and CPA 

certification, to the Executive Director. The Executive Committee confirmed her appointment as 

Interim Executive Director for a 90-day period.  An e-mail message was sent to the SILC advising 

the Council of the appointment. 

 

Policy / Long Term Planning.  Dorothy Frye, chair. 

In their meeting yesterday, the Policy Committee began work on their revised Financial Policy 

Manual.  After completion, the new Manual will be forwarded to the SILC for review. 

 

Development.  Kelly Rowe-Rodriguez, chair. 

Rowe-Rodriguez has received a board member application from Sierra Royster, a youth on staff 

at  ADA-CIL.  A teleconference with the committee is planned.  Kelly is especially requesting 

applications from youth members, and people transitioning out of institutions into community 

based living.  After the committee has vetted the candidates, the nominations will be 
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forwarded to the Governor’s office.  Royster was in attendance, and was introduced to the 

Council.  Rowe-Rodriguez also reminded members whose term was expiring, and wish to be 

reappointed, to send a letter to that effect to the Governor’s office. 

 

Youth.  Michael Murray, chair. 

The Youth Leadership Forum will be held on the NCSU campus, July 18-20.  There will be three 

speakers – Michael Beers and Mary Olson (youth from Montana who are experienced YLF 

facilitators), and Andraea Lavant. Activities include leadership styles, becoming agents of 

change, and working on projects that will promote change in their community.  The Council on 

Developmental Disabilities has awarded a $3000 grant to cover facilitator fees and expenses. 

 

Royster reported 13 registered delegates and 4 mentors ranging in age from 15 to 27.  Alliance 

of Disability Advocates is facilitating the event.  The follow-up report at the October meeting 

will include photos and video of the event. 

 

Transition and Legislative.  Jeff McLoud, chair (by phone) 

The Legislature has completed its short session.  More work will be done in preparation for the 

long session which begins in January. 

 

Designated State Unit (DSU) Reports 

 

Vocational Rehabilitation Independent Living (VR-IL). Linda Harrington, Division Director 

Harrington read a report giving statistics for the prior year. The DSU lost 5 positions in the 

Independent Living program for the new fiscal year. Adequate VR funds are available for the 

required match for the upcoming Federal drawdown of IL funds. She added that Elizabeth 

Bishop is a new Deputy Director at VR.  Last quarter VR-IL processed 4020 clients. 

 

Harrington introduced Eddie Weaver, Director, Division of Services for the Blind.  He has used 

ARRA funds to hire transition coordinators to identify visually impaired individuals in the school 

systems.  DSB will lose three positions for the coming year (current vacancies). 

 

CIL Directors’ Report  Julia Sain, Executive Director, DR&R-CIL 

Under the “Expanding the Network of Centers” SPIL goal, CILs have provided technical 

assistance to the CIL in Wilmington, and mentoring and technical assistance to Helen Pase, the 

ED at ENC-CIL in Greenville, the Part B Center. ADA-CIL in Raleigh has provided extensive 

support for the new NCSILC ED.   
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At the upcoming National Council on Independent Living (NCIL) conference there will be Capitol 

Hill visits to all NC legislators. 

Barbara Davis has been elected as the Center Directors’ representative to the NCSILC. 

 

 

Ex-Officio Updates  

 

Disability Rights NC.  Michael Murray reporting for Vicky Smith, E.D. 

The Department of Justice is supporting a legal reverse of the Olmstead case.  There will be 

listening sessions throughout the state.  Information will go out to SILC members to encourage 

their participation. 

 

Division of Services for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing (DSDHH)  

Susanna Bourgeois, Manager, Greensboro Regional Center  

Bourgeois reported that they are not cutting positions.  The Charlotte Center’s new Specialist, 

Jordan Right, has some innovative ideas for the community. 

 

Old Business  - there was none 

 

New Business – Members were encouraged to look at the SILC website listing all the ADA 

events across the state. 

 

B. Davis announced that the SILC meetings may move to the 3rd Fridays of the month due to the 

SILC office’s funding cycle through VR.   She also announced that she has asked Brian Jones to 

attend the State Rehabilitation Council meetings as a SILC representative. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 3:40 

 

 
 

 

 

 


